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Fall of Rome/Byzantine Empire Critical Thinking 

Answer the following questions in complete sentences (3-4 sentences each) using your own words.  YOU MUST 

PROPERLY USE AND UNDERLINE AT LEAST THREE VOCABULARY TERMS THROUGHOUT THE ASSIGNMENT. 

1. Describe/discuss the reasons for the decline of the western-half of the Roman Empire.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What accomplishments are associated with the Byzantine emperor Justinian? (Provide 3 examples.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What changes occurred during the Byzantine Empire, when compared to the Roman Empire? (Provide 1 example each  

for religion, politics, and social.)   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. Even though the people of the Byzantine Empire considered themselves Romans, how did the culture of the Byzantine 

Empire differ from that of western Rome?  (Provide/discuss 3 examples.)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Describe/discuss the reasons for the decline of the Byzantine Empire.     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


