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MAYA/AZTEC/INCA CRITICAL THINKING

Answer the following questions in complete sentences (3-4 sentences each) using your own words. You may use the
back of this sheet if you need more space to write. YOU MUST PROPERLY USE AND UNDERLINE AT LEAST THREE
VOCABULARY TERMS THROUGHOUT THE ASSIGNMENT.

1. How important was trade to the Maya civilization? Why?

2. How did the religious beliefs/rituals of the Aztecs tie into their political system?

3. How were the Inca able to create a large, unified empire in the Andes Mountains? Provide and explain at least 2
reasons.




4. Choose the Maya, Aztec, or Inca and compare their practices, traditions and beliefs to that of another society we have
studied. Provide and explain at least 3 examples. (Think: political, economic, religious, social, technological)

5. Take the role of a European explorer. How would you react to the people and places you are seeing in the New
World? Write a short diary entry explaining what you are seeing and what you think.




