
NAME:________________________________________________________________________________CLASS:_______ 

WORLD HISTORY S1 FINAL EXAM REVIEW GUIDE 

Exam date:________________________________________ 

The final exam will cover material from throughout the first semester.  The following is a list of notes that we have 

discussed in class (PowerPoint files are available at http://mrbilbrey.wordpress.com/wh/: 

 Early Human History  

 Four River Valley Civilizations  

 Ancient China 

 Ancient India 

 Ancient Greece  

 Ancient Rome  

 Rise & Spread of Islam 

 China: Tang & Song Dynasties 

 Mongol Empire   

 Maya/Aztec/Inca Civilizations 

 Societies & Empires of Africa  

 Byzantine Empire 

 Western European Middle Ages  

 

You are also responsible for studying the vocabulary word lists for each of the above sections, as well as the outline 

maps for the five main continents.  If you are missing any of these, you will need to check the website or see me ASAP.  

Homework assignments (especially comparison charts) also make excellent study materials.   

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

What are the seven continents? 

 

What are the five oceans? 

 

Locate and label 5 countries from the 5 main continents that we completed outline maps for (Asia, Africa, Europe, North 

& South America).  

 

WORLD RELIGIONS 

 What world religion currently has the most followers? 

 

What world religion is the oldest? Youngest? 

 

 

What does monotheistic mean?  What world religion(s) are monotheistic? 

 

What does polytheistic mean?  What world religion(s) is polytheistic? 

http://mrbilbrey.wordpress.com/wh


EARLY HUMAN HISTORY 

What three periods make up the Stone Age? 

 

What is a hunter-gatherer? What do they typically do/not do? 

 

What is the Neolithic Revolution? 

 

What does it mean to domesticate an animal? 

 

FOUR RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS 

  

Label the four rivers valleys: 

A.     B. 

C.     D.  

What are the five characteristics of civilization? 

 

What are city-states? 

 

What was the first written language? 



What is Hammurabi known for?   

 

What type of government did ancient Egypt have? 

 

Why did the civilization along the Huanghe (Yellow) River valley develop independently of other civilizations? 

 

ANCIENT CHINA 

What are the three Ancient Chinese dynasties? 

 

What is feudalism? 

 

Who was Shi Huangdi?  What is he known for? 

 

Who was Confucius? What are some of his main ideas/philosophy? 

 

What is Legalism? 

 

What is Daoism? 

 

What did each of the three Classical Chinese dynasties (Zhou, Qin, Han) do to help unite the Chinese people under a 

single government? 

  

ANCIENT INDIA 

What are some main ideas of Buddhism?  Who founded it? 

 

What are some main ideas of Hinduism?  Who founded it? 

 

What is the caste system?  How did if affect Indian society? 

 



What are the two main dynasties associated with Classical India? 

 

ANCIENT GREECE 

Why was the period of time between 1150 and 750 B.C.E. known as the Greek “Dark Ages?” 

 

What type of government did ancient Athens have? 

 

Who were citizens in ancient Athens? 

 

What was the Delian League? Why important impact did it have on Greece? 

 

What were the three goals of Pericles? 

 

 

ANCIENT ROME 

What is a republic? 

 

Why was the Roman Senate originally formed?  Who were typically senators?  

 

Who were the consuls during the time of the Roman Republic? 

 

What was a dictator during the time of the Roman Republic? 

 

What was Julius Caesar known for? 

 

What was the Roman emperor Augustus known for? 

 

What does Pax Romana mean? 

 



What was the Roman emperor Constantine known for? 

 

Describe the reasons for the decline and fall of the western half of the Roman Empire. 

 

 

 

RISE & SPREAD OF ISLAM 

Who was Muhammad?  What type of person was he? 

 

What are the Five Pillars of Islam and what do they mean? 

 

 

How is Islam connected to both Judaism and Christianity? 

 

Who are the Sunnis and Shi’ites (Shia)?  What caused their split from each other? 

 

What are some of the intellectual/technological/philosophical achievements of the early Muslim world?   

 

 

CHINA: TANG & SONG DYNASTIES 

What important political changes occurred under the leadership of the Tang and Song dynasties? 

 

What important social changes occurred under the leadership of the Tang and Song dynasties? 

 

What is Neo-Confucianism and how did it affect society? 

 

What important technological changes occurred under the leadership of the Tang and Song dynasties? 

 

 



MONGOL EMPIRE 

Who was Genghis Khan?  Why was he such a successful figure in history? 

 

What were the positive aspects of Mongol rule? 

 

What were the negative aspects of Mongol rule? 

 

What changes occurred in China under the leadership of Kublai Khan? 

 

 

MAYA CIVILIZATION 

Who was a primary influence on the Maya?  What were some of those influences? 

 

 

How did the Maya organize their civilization? 

 

Describe the Maya religion. 

 

Why did the Maya decline? 

 

 

AZTEC CIVILIZATION 

Who were the Toltec?  How did they influence the Aztec? 

 

Who was Quetzalcoatl?  Why was he important to the story of the Aztec? 

 

Describe the social classes of the Aztec. 

 

 



Why did the Aztec decline? 

 

 

INCA CIVILIZATION 

How did the Inca Empire begin? 

 

Who was Pachacuti? 

 

How did the Inca create and control such a large, unified empire in the Andes Mountains? 

 

 

SOCIETIES & EMPIRES OF AFRICA 

Describe early African societies (how were they organized, religion, politics?) 

 

What did the Kingdom of Aksum grow rich from? 

 

What religion did King Ezana convert to?  What religion took over and cause Aksum’s decline? 

 

What major themes run through most of the Western and Southern kingdoms of Africa? 

 

 

Describe the early slave trade of Africa. 

 

What important role did Africa play in the global arena?  

 

BYZANTINE EMPIRE 

How did the Byzantine Empire compare to the old Roman Empire?  (What changes occurred?) 

 



What were the accomplishments of Emperor Justinian? 

 

How did the Byzantine Empire influence the development of Eastern Europe? 

 

 

WESTERN EUROPEAN MIDDLE AGES 

What problems plagued Western Europe immediately following the fall of the Roman Empire? 

 

What were the 2 most important factors in people’s lives during the Middle Ages? 

 

What is feudalism?  What is the social hierarchy that was associated with feudalism?  

 

How did the Frankish king, Clovis, contribute to the development of Western Europe?  

 

Why were monasteries important during the Middle Ages?  

 

Who was Charlemagne?  How did he contribute to the development of Western Europe?  

 

What conflict(s) occurred between the Church and the kings of Europe? 

 

What political developments occurred during the Middle Ages? 

 

What economic changes occurred during the Middle Ages? 

 

Describe the long-term effects of the Crusades on European society.  


