
WORLD HISTORY – SHORT ANSWER PRACTICE 

Use complete sentences to answer the following questions.  Cite specific historical examples.  Properly use and underline 

at least one vocabulary term in each of your responses.  

1. Why is the Neolithic Revolution such an important part of human history?  Provide and explain at least three reasons.  

2. How are the ancient Chinese philosophies of Confucianism and Legalism similar?  How are they different?  Provide 

and explain at least three similarities/differences.   

3. Choose and compare/contrast two forms of government found in the ancient Mediterranean world.  Provide and 

explain at least three similarities/differences.   

4. Explain the role of Islam in the development of the western African kingdoms.  How did it affect societies?  Provide 

and explain at least three ways.  

5. Choose two of the following societies to compare/contrast: Maya, Aztec, Inca.  How are their religious and political 

beliefs similar?  How are they different?  Provide and explain at least three similarities/differences.   

6. Describe/discuss the reasons for the decline of the western-half of the Roman Empire. Provide and explain at least 

three reasons.  

7. What changes occurred in the Byzantine Empire, when compared to the Roman Empire? Provide at least one example 

each for RELIGION, POLITICS, and SOCIAL.   
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