
NAME:___________________________________________________________________CLASS:______DATE:_________ 

WORLD HISTORY FINAL EXAM (SEMESTER 2) REVIEW GUIDE 

EXAM TIME:________________________________________ (Study guide is due at this time!) 

The World History Final Exam will be comprised of all material from throughout second semester.  This 

includes notes, vocabulary, and homework assignments (especially any comparison charts).  Below is a list of 

the notes taken this past semester (available on the class website http://mrbilbrey.wordpress.com/).  The final 

exam will be made using the questions you find below – the final questions may be modified or changed in 

some ways, but will essentially be the same and will reflect the same information.  If you can thoroughly 

answer these questions, you will be able to answer the questions on the final.  

 European Renaissance 

 Reformation 

 Age of Exploration 

 Atlantic World 

 Muslim World 

 Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment 

 French Revolution & Napoleon 

 Independence & Nationalist Movements 

 Industrial Revolution 

 European Imperialism 

 World War I 

 Modern Independence Movements 

 World War II 

 Post-WWII/Cold War  

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

You will need to be able to correctly locate and label the following geographic locations on the world map. 

The seven continents  Caribbean Sea    Himalayas Mts.   Red Sea 

The five oceans   Caspian Sea   Huange He (Yellow River) Rocky Mts. 

Amazon River   Congo River   Indus River   Sahara Desert 

Andes Mts.   East China Sea   Kalahari Desert   Sea of Japan 

Arabian Sea   Ganges River   Mediterranean Sea  South China Sea 

Bering Sea   Gobi Desert   Mississippi River  The Alps (Mts.) 

Black Sea   Great Dividing Range (Mts.) Mt. Everest   Ural Mts. 

Cape Horn   Great Sandy Desert  Mt. Kilimanjaro   Volga River 

Cape of Good Hope  Gulf of Mexico   Nile River   Yangtze River 

http://mrbilbrey.wordpress.com/


EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE 

What does “renaissance” mean?  What were the main ideas of the European Renaissance? 

 

In what ways did scholars and intellectuals begin thinking differently during the time of the Renaissance? 

 

Describe the ideal Renaissance man/woman. 

 

What does it mean to write in the vernacular?  Why was this important? 

 

Who invented the printing press (1440s C.E.)?  What impact did this have on Europe? 

 

REFORMATION 

What was the Protestant Reformation?  

 

Who was Martin Luther?  Why was he so angry at the Catholic Church? 

 

What are some examples of Protestant religions and their main ideas? 

 

Why did King Henry VIII break away from the Catholic Church? 

 

How did the Catholic Church react to the formation of the new Protestant Christian beliefs? 

 

AGE OF EXPLORATION 

What factors motivated the Europeans to go out and explore the world? What European nation was the first to explore 

the world at great distances? 

 

What was the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494 C.E.)? 

 

How did the various East India Companies help the Europeans in their explorations? 

 



Who was Zheng He?  What was he known for? 

 

What prompted a policy of isolation in China? 

 

What was Japanese society like during the Age of Exploration? 

 

What prompted a policy of isolation in Japan? 

 

ATLANTIC WORLD 

What are colonies? 

 

Who were Hernando Cortes and Francisco Pizarro?  What were they known for? 

 

What were the encomiendas? 

 

What European nations were the first to settle in the Americas? 

 

What was the main factor behind the dwindling population of Native Americans? 

 

What was the Middle Passage? 

 

What effect did the Atlantic slave trade have on the population of Africa? 

 

What was the Triangular Trade? 

 

What was the overall impact of the Atlantic slave trade? 

 

Why did the Atlantic slave trade eventually end? 

 



What is the Columbian Exchange? 

 

What kinds of things were brought to Europe, Africa, and Asia from the Americas during the Columbian Exchange? 

 

What kinds of things were brought to the Americas from Europe, Africa, and Asia during the Columbian Exchange? 

 

Describe two new economic beliefs/ideas that became popularized during the Age of Exploration.    

 

MUSLIM WORLD 

Who were the Ottomans?  What were they known for? 

 

Who were the Janassaries? 

 

What important city did the Ottomans conquer?  Why? 

 

Who were the Safavids?  What were they known for? 

 

Who were the Mughals?  What were they known for? 

 

Who was Akbar?  What was he known for? 

 

SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION & ENLIGHTENMENT 

What was the Scientific Revolution? 

 

What is the scientific method? 

 

What major scientific theory did Copernicus come up with?  What was the reaction of the Catholic Church at the time? 

 

What major scientific theory did Isaac Newton come up with? 



What was the Enlightenment? 

 

What were the two views on government that John Locke and Thomas Hobbes developed? 

 

Name and describe the 5 key philosophical concepts behind the Enlightenment. 

 

What role did women play during the Enlightenment? 

 

FRENCH REVOLUTION & NAPOLEON 

What were the estates in pre-revolution France? 

 

What led up to the French Revolution? (Three things!) 

 

What did the “Declaration of the Rights of Man” actually declare? 

 

What kinds of reforms occurred during the French Revolution? 

 

What was the Reign of Terror?  Who led it? 

 

Who was Napoleon Bonaparte?  What was he known for? 

 

What was the Congress of Vienna? 

 

What is nationalism? 

 

How did Napoleon help cause the spread of nationalism and independence movements throughout Europe? 

 

 

 



INDEPENDENCE & NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS 

What were the various social classes of Latin America?  What group had the most power in society?  What group was 

behind most of the revolutions? 

 

Who led the independence movement in Haiti? 

 

What two military leaders were behind independence throughout South America? 

 

What are the differences between conservatives, liberals, and radicals? 

 

What caused the second French Revolution? 

 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

What was the Industrial Revolution? 

 

Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in England? (Factors of Production!) 

 

What industry was the first to become fully industrialized? 

 

What is urbanization? 

 

What were the positives and negatives of the Industrial Revolution? 

 

What were the two competing economic views during the time of the Industrial Revolution?  Who came up with them? 

What were the main ideas of each? 

 

EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM 

What is imperialism? 

 

What were the main reasons/justifications behind imperialism?  



How were the British so easily able to conquer India? 

 

Why was India so important to the British? 

 

What was the Berlin Conference (1884-85)? 

 

How was resistance to Europeans different in Africa and Asia, when compared to North and South America? 

 

Name and describe the two different types of colonies. 

 

What were some economic changes imposed on the people of Africa and Asia by the Europeans? 

 

WORLD WAR I 

What made WWI a true world war? 

 

What were the two alliances during WWI? 

 

How were imperialism and WWI connected? 

 

What event triggered the start of WWI? 

 

What kinds of changes to society occurred during and immediately after WWI? 

 

What was the Treaty of Versailles?  What was the problem with it? 

 

What is self-determination?  What was the problem surrounding this after WWI? 

 

MODERN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS 

What were the reasons behind most of the independence movements after WWI? 



What were the key themes of independence in India? 

 

What were the main problems in India at the time? 

 

Who was Gandhi?  What was he known for? 

 

What were the main reasons for the rise of nationalism and independence movements throughout the Middle East and 

Africa? 

 

What was the Pan-Africa movement?  Who was behind it?  Why did it not succeed?  

 

WORLD WAR II 

What is fascism?  Who “invented” it? 

 

Why did Hitler and his policies become popular? 

 

How did countries like Britain, France, and the U.S. react when German, Italy, and Japan became aggressive prior to the 

start of WWII? 

 

What is blitzkrieg? 

 

Why did the U.S. get involved in WWII? 

 

What was the Holocaust? 

 

What groups were killed during the Holocaust?  Why? 

 

What is genocide? 

 

How did nations attempt to achieve peace after WWII? 



POST-WWII/COLD WAR 

How did the world change after World War II? 

 

What was the Cold War? 

 

What is the “Third World?” “First World?” Second World?” 

 

How did the United States help Japan after WWII?  What long-lasting changes were put into place? 

 

How did Japan quickly recover (economically speaking) in the decades after its defeat in WWII? 

 

Describe the Korean War and its long-lasting impact on society. 

 

How was China divided after the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1917? 

 

Who was Mao Zedong?  What was he known for? 

 


